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0, In the first volume of the UAL, 

Crequi -Mont fort and Rivet presented a brief 

summary grammar and vocabulary of the Cayu- 

2 
vava language of Bolivia Q Except for a few 

limited word lists collected by travelers 
this has been the only material available on 
the language, now spoken by less than one 
hundred Indians and being rapidly replaced 
by Spanish. Although tentative relation- 
ships have been suggested and some similar - 

3 
ities to various languages pointed out, 

there is no clear evidence of any close re- 
lationship of Cayuvava to any other language. 
The present paper presents sqpe further data 
from this language. 



1.0. Consonants in Cayuvava are defin- 
ed as those phonemes that occur in the C 
position of syllables (see definition of 
syllable patterns in 3) and have the physi- 
cal characteristics described below. Vowels 
are defined as those phonemes that occur 

in the V position of syllables and have 
the physical characteristics described be- 
low. There is a class of semivowels, S, 
which can occur in either C or V position. 
They function as consonants when octurring 
in C position in syllables , and as vowels* 
when occurring in V position. Since they can 
occur in either position, they are consid- 
ered to constitute a distinct class of 
phonemes . 

1.1. All Cayuvava consonants occur 
in syllable-initial position, whether the 
syllable is word-initial, word-medial, or 
word-final. 

Bilabial consonant phonemes are p, b, 

a, and m, as in peha /JptZ haA/kind of bana- 
na, ariporo /a 'rilporoO^ he already turned 
around, dapa ^"daApaA^ canoe; baka ^baAkaA^ 
field, farm, chaco; ariboro /a'riboroC^ he 
already gave it, dabo ^daboC^ rain; 
ariboro /a'ri^oro^y he already left, 
da o /"Ma^oO/ animal like an anta, 
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na^e /jr&&iij arm; maka ^maAkaA/ sun, name 
/JnatatzJ kind of tree, tomoho^tomoOhoO/ 
small water container. 

Alveolar phonemes are t , d, s , n, and 
r, as in takaasi /FaA'kaasil/ old man, kita 
^kiltaA/ the water, kitore /JkiltoDrEEj 
kind of tick; daru /MaruU/ hand, dapidi 
^daApidil7 mother, kidore /Jkidort£j the 
fire; sisisi /^silsilsil/ rattlesnake, soi- 
soi /so f iIsoil7 good spirits, bisi ^bilsil/ 
firewood; namono ^namonoO/ rat, ene /Jrvt&J 
leaf, arenahi /a f r£naAhil7 this; ribera /rib- 
£raA7 leg, rue a /JrvNc&PC/ wine, jokore 
/JoOkorsE/ eye. 

Alveopalatal phonemes are c, j, s, and 
n, as in cehecehe {zt&YitCczthzEj he is hunt- 
ing it, cururu /'cururuU/ fry, coco /coOcoC/ 
snake, ca/fie {Jz^fiztJ liver; jerire /Jjcrir^Cj 
worthless, juhuru ^"julIhuruU^ cotton, plji'a 
^pijIaA^ he is standing, ja^e /JjaA&§7 ver YJ 
ise [Jxk^€J skin, sakahe ^saAkaAheC/ stomach 
risoko ^ril^oOkoC^ hay; nepo ^netpoO/ again 
ene /\ne^ tail, na£ni # [JmS^tl/ worm a 

Velar phonemes are k, and h, as in 
kihibere /kil 'hiber^o/ * ran > i'akeha /I f ak- 
6£haA - *yaAk££haA7 large type of mosquito, 
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tae tae ke /"'tae ^E tae /E ke£/ to straighten; 
hacocoe /FaA f coOco££7 I love, iramohe /T f ra- 
raoOh££7 his town, u'hiai /uU'hiail/ I go 

1«2, Cayuvava vowels all occur as nuclei 
of syllables, and may be either the second 
member of the syllable (to be discussed la* 
ter) or the sole member. Thus, a vowel may 
either be word-initial or word-final, depend- 
ing on the spot that its syllable occupies* 

Front vowels are mid e, and low ae , as 
in hi/ge^ere /yii^i/StreeJ I am running, /tfehere 
/J/3i£hzre£j he shouts, baete {J\>a£tt£J tapir, 
aene ^aensC/ his tail; ipae ce ^"ilpae /E cz^J 
large type of basket, baae tae y^baae /E tag &7 
anta, hi^ae^ae ra& /hi J5ae/?ae rae AE/l am shav- 
ing* 

Central vowels are high f and low a, as 
in piTrae ^prtras PEj slowly, pat53ia ^paA- 
trihaA/red, rabSTk? ^rabfTkiT/ is strolling 
about; anahi ^anaAhil/ this, areai /a'r^ail/ 
first person singular, bada ^badaA/turtle • 

Back vowels are mid o and low o, as in 
da^o {J&zfioOf large, nonedible animal, dabo 

/TdaboOT* rain » boco /J\>oGcoOf "toad, bore 
/JboxzZj give, bado ^badoOT" buzzard, boco 
/JboDtodf sell, bore ^"bor J starch from 
yucca, daygo /ddtfoj/ kind of fish, daro 
/^deiToD/ gravel. 
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These vowels may occur in morpheme- 
initial position but have not been encoun- 
tered in word-initial position simply because 
the morphemes in which they occur have not 
been found in word-initial positions ae, 
I, o and o 9 

lo3o Cayuvava semivowels, i and u, 
indicated by S, occur in both the C and the 
V positions of the syllable and in such posi- 
tions function exactly as a member of the 
class for which they are substituting in tfife 
syllable o There is no limit upon the dis- 
tributional occurrence of any allophone of 
these semivowels except that no consonantal 
allophone of S may occur as a member of a 
CC cluster, as will be defined later* 

The high front semivowel i occurs in 
such words as t ise £?\\$z£J skin, mitia 
/^miltiaA ~ miltiyaA^ two, tuijinika ^tui- 
'jinilkaA^ on house top, iepe ^ieSpeC ~ 
'yffps:^ more, i ? arau ^yarauU ~ i f araul^ 
the night o 

The high back semivowel u occurs in 

such words as: dakuU ^daAkuUjTjS hovel, 

irabadu ^T'rabadutJ^ the sin, the wrong, 

ra ? utaerse /Fa f uUtae rae Sj rice 7 'uauShS 

^wawahaA^ want, ia ? uer5h# ^ya'werahaA ~ 

ia ^erahtfLAT" the witch, 
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2.1. The voiceless bilabial stop p 
has a slightly aspirated allophone when 
followed by a vowel, and an unaspirated 
allophone when in a cluster with r upon 
the loss of an intervening weak semivowel 
i in a syllable preceding stress: aripirito 
/aril'piriltoO/ already planted, piriy?e|Sere 
jyxt\ % fii$ t TiZ~ prij3z/3et££y you are running. 

The voiced bilabial stop b has a simple 
voiced allophone when before vowel or when 
in cluster with r (see discussion of clus- 
ters), and a prenasalized allophone Mb 
when in syllable-initial and word-initial 
(see discussion of nasalization): bada 
^badaA/ turtle, bisi ^Mbilsil - f bilsil7 
firewood. 

The voiced bilabial fricative has the 
following allophonic variants: //@J the 
phonemic norm, occurs in the absence of 
any outside influence; /uj? f occurs in the 
environment of a nasalized vowel or a 
member of the nasal consonant series; /vj 
occurs in some idiolects when followed by 
e or a: ^emame /^£manie£ ~ 'v£mame£7 milk, 
/3a£e £*/$*Act£~ 'vaAcefc/ support, koraN^a 
^koraN^aA - 'koraNtygaA/ large,, black birds. 

The voiced bilabial nasal m has one 
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